
Coalition Notes  
October 15th, 2019  

I. Wendy Croll -- Access Hope House 
A. Clubhouse international accreditation about one year ago  

1. Required for Medicaid funding  
2. In March 2019, received accreditation-- helps with housing, employment, 

benefits etc 
B. Goal to have members come here and then transition members into the 

community  
1. One year of holistic clubhouse is equal to 2 weeks in a facility  

C. Staff and members work together to run the club house, from sales to culinary to 
work outs to running the stores 

D. Requested support from community members: Gardening in the spring/ summer 
2020, financial support (wheelchair ramp, parking lot paved, washing machine 
hook up), physical support by volunteering in the clubhouse 

II. Mental Health  
A. Community Health Needs Assessment of Beaumont Health  

1. In 2013 determined mental illness and substance abuse needs to be 
addressed 

2. 2016-- Mental health and substance abuse still needed in community  
3. 2019 -- Mental health and substance abuse was still in needs and was 

FINALLY added to the health needs  
B. How can Healthy Dearborn address these needs?  

III. Mona Hijazi -- Access Mental Health  
A. ACCESS - largest Arab-American nonprofit in US  
B. AWARENESS!!!  
C. A lot of people who work in this area are people who have a history with the 

issues-- substance abuse etc  
D. Coalition at Access-- NO BLAMING  
E. Programs  

1. Domestic Abuse  
2. Substance Abuse  
3. WIC  

F. Data on Dearborn  
1. Only data on Wayne County  
2. Access collects their own data and conduct their own research  
3. ACCESS Substance Abuse Advocate Dearborn Police Program  

a) Dearborn Police no longer arrests but instead puts users in 
treatment  



4. Substance Abuse Prevention Program  
a) Awareness in schools -- student groups  

5. Dearborn Healthy Schools Initiative Program 
IV. NAMI -- National Alliance of Mental Illness  

A. Need to provide support to families, not just the individual with mental illness  
B. 9 family support groups  
C. 5 individual support groups  

V.  Coalition Ideas to incorporate mental health into Healthy Dearborn  
A. Mona-- Strategic Plans, needs to really take time figuring this out, be able to say 

that you cannot take this on 
1. Problems with isolation and transportation of adults  

B. Registered Parish Nurse -- social isolation is epidemic. Simple things like 
providing opportunities to have people connect socially  

C. Ali -- very sensitive  issue of mental health especially for children with substance 
abuse issues 

1. Create video -- shows family using hookah, smoking, and arguing  
2. Another video -- shows family who does not smoke and does not argue  
3. Show the differences in the child’s life  

D. More occurances of suicide than murder.  
1. Dearborn bullying prevention… they do not discuss suicide 
2. Include suicide  

E. Mental Health First Aid classes 
1. https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/take-a-course/ 

F. Include religious institutions in mental health  
G. Sean-- Traking suicide and depression is super hard to do becuase there is a 

stigma to talk about this  
1. Schools no longer employee social workers 

H. Michelle- What is Health Dearborn’s role?  
1. Cannot provide clinical services  
2.  Impact in ways of education about health care system, about mental 

health issues, about substance abuse issues  
I. Mona- Community forums do NOT work  
J. Kate -- Work on social stigma. Show how often it occurs with mental illness and 

substance abuse  
K. Malcolm-- Curious about information sharing between the different organizations. 

Hot spots that bounce between systems. Could this be an approach to addressing 
the issue. Mortality review board on a systems level. Interventions of socio 
ecological model. Best approach prevention inside of home and policy level.  

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/take-a-course/


L. Zahra -- Safe places for people to talk about it. Addressing the stigma. Erasing the 
stigma and showing the access to help. Isolation oneself.  

M. Women from NAMI-- HIPPA laws-- It is hard that doctor cannot talk to their 
families about the medication, diagnosis, treatment plan etc. Believes that 
psychiatrists blame the families  

N. Psychologist -- WRONG!! There are things that the therapist CAN disclose. If 
someone is going to harm themselves or others. With kids it is more open to 
counselor discretion but still private  

O. Tameka -- Anti- stigma. CHANGE THE NARRATIVE! What suicide/ mental 
illness looks like. People speak out about their illness  

VI. Dearborn Parks and Rec and Inclusive Health Committee 
A. Survey for parents of children with disabilities 
B. From the survey they will build the program  
C. Survey closes on November 1st  

VII. Senior Health Expo  
A. 10:00-12:30pm Ballroom at Dearborn Performing Arts Center  
B. Health information, health  


